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Call for Papers 
 

The theme of the 2013 Association for 
Japanese Literary Studies Annual Meet-
ing is “Performance and Japanese Lit-
erature.” The conference will be held 
October 18-20 on the campus of the 
University of Chicago. Performance of-
fers a concept through which to re-
examine our ethical and political en-
gagements with the literary arts. We 
define it broadly to include not only 
conventional theatrical performances 
or literary representations of such per-
formances, but also more metaphorical 
and theoretical understandings of the 
term, including (among others) narra-
tion or reading as modes of perfor-
mance; the performativity of gender, 
ethnicity, and other modes of identity; 
linguistic or ritual performance; the 
social locations of performance; and 
the activities of literary criticism and 
publication as performance.    The or-
ganizers hope in particular to encour-
age reflection on literary scholarship 
and welcome presentations that ad-
dress issues of pedagogy. We envision 
this meeting not only as a venue in 
which to present research, but also as 

an opportunity to reconsider current 
disciplinary boundaries and invest-
ments. In this vein, we hope to provide 
a forum in which to share best practic-
es for the research and teaching of Jap-
anese literature. We invite paper pro-
posals from scholars of Japanese litera-
ture, modern and classical, as well as 
from kindred genres, including theater 
and performance studies, film and me-
dia studies, and music. Graduate stu-
dents are especially encouraged to ap-
ply. Presentations may be made in ei-
ther English or Japanese. The confer-
ence will be designed to encourage in-
novative modes of scholarship as per-
formance. The organizers solicit indi-
vidual paper proposals (rather than 
panel proposals) and will combine 
these into panels designed to stimulate 
productive discussions across bounda-
ries of genre, historical period, and in-
stitution. The deadline for submit-
ting paper proposal abstracts (300 
words or less) is May 15, 2013. 
Please send paper proposals, as well as 
inquiries, to the program committee at 
japanatchicago@uchicago.edu. 
For more information, please see the 
webpage: 

mailto:japanatchicago@uchicago.edu


http://lucian.uchicago.edu/blogs/ajls2
013 

 

2012 Meeting Report 
 

From October 12-14, 2012, the Insti-
tute for Japanese Studies, in collabora-
tion with the East Asian Studies Center 
and the Department of East Asian Lan-
guages and Literatures (DEALL), host-
ed the 21st Association of Japanese Lit-
erary Studies (AJLS) Conference on 
The Ohio State University campus. The 
conference was chaired by IJS director 
Dr. Richard Torrance with organiza-
tional support from IJS assistant direc-
tor Janet Stucky. 
 

With the theme of “Rhetoric and Re-
gion: Local Determinants of Literary 
Expression,” the conference was in-
tended to appeal to as broad an audi-
ence as possible. In all, the conference 
included 14 panels covering such top-
ics as the influence of time and place 
on individual writers, the incorpora-
tion of dialects into literature, the liter-
ary description of place, the unique-
ness of literary utterance in time as 
studied by linguists, regional litera-
tures, and travel writing. Over 90 par-
ticipants from 46 national and interna-
tional institutions presented their 
work. 
 

The conference featured a keynote ad-
dress by Dr. Sadami Suzuki (professor 
and director of the library and research 
information department, International 
Research Center for Japanese Studies). 
One of Japan’s most eminent scholars 
and critics of Japanese literature, social 
history and comparative literature, and 
the arts, Dr. Suzuki’s keynote, titled 
“地方色と一人称: Local Color and the 
First Person Singular,” set the tone for 
the wide variety of academic and social 
exchange. In addition, a K-12 teacher 
workshop, titled “Teaching Japanese 

Literature,” was held concurrently with 
the conference, giving elementary, 
middle and high school educators the 
opportunity to utilize the resources of 
the conference and discuss methods of 
teaching Japanese culture through lit-
erature at the K-12 level. 
 

The Association for Japanese Literary 
Studies (AJLS) is the only academic or-
ganization in the United States devoted 
solely to the study and research of Jap-
anese literature. The AJLS 2012 Con-
ference introduced new trends in the 
study of Japanese literature and Japan 
and provided a microcosm of different 
theoretical approaches to Japanese lit-
erature adopted by scholars from a 
number of different nations. Moreover, 
it enabled scholars and students from 
diverse backgrounds to communicate 
informally concerning the current 
state, the institutional development, 
and the advancement of Japanese stud-
ies.  Selected papers from the confer-
ence will be published in the Proceed-
ings of the Association for Japanese 
Literary Studies (PAJLS) in 2013. 
 

Details of the conference panels, ab-
stracts and pictures can be found on 
the conference website at: 
http://easc.osu.edu/ijs/conferences/aj
ls    
 

AJLS Activities 
 

Please join us or renew your mem-
bership regularly. Our publications 
solely depend on your membership 
dues. 
We are renewing our membership 
database. Please resubmit your 
email address even if you are al-
ready a member. 
• Annual Meeting 
An annual meeting is organized by an 
elected Conference Chair(s) and held at 
the host institution. A call for papers is 

http://lucian.uchicago.edu/blogs/ajls2013
http://lucian.uchicago.edu/blogs/ajls2013
http://easc.osu.edu/ijs/conferences/ajls
http://easc.osu.edu/ijs/conferences/ajls


announced in the spring issue of the 
AJLS Newsletter. A program of the 
meeting is published in the fall issue of 
the Newsletter. 
 

• PAJLS Publication 
All papers presented during the annual 
meeting can be included in an officially 
registered serial titled PAJLS (Proceed-
ings of the Association for Japanese 
Literary Studies).  
 

• Membership  
The annual fee is $30.00 for regular, 
student, and institution members 
($40.00 for overseas members outside 
North America). Membership provides 
you with: 
- Panel participation for our annual 
meeting (if your proposal is selected). 
- Two newsletters 
- One copy of our latest proceedings. 
- One free copy of a back or additional 
current issue of the proceedings if you 
are a student member. 
 

Inquiries and orders (with checks pay-
able to AJLS) should be sent to the AJLS 
office. All annual meeting partici-
pants must become members in or-
der to present. 
 

Proceedings Back Issues 
 

Our 2011 conference proceedings 
(PAJLS, vol. 13) and 2012 conference 
proceedings (PAJLS, vol. 14) will be 
published this summer. Each back is-
sue is $10.00 for AJLS members and 
$15.00 for non-members. Orders 
should be sent to the AJLS office. (Add 
$15 for mailing if you order from out-
side the North American area.) Tables 
of contents of our back issues are post-
ed on our web site at: 
www.cla.purdue.edu/fll/AJLS. The fol-
lowing back issues are available: 
 

Japan from Somewhere Else, PAJLS 3,  
 

Japanese Poeticity and Narrativity Re-
visited, PAJLS . 
 

Hermeneutical Strategies, PAJLS 5. 
 

Landscapes Imagined and Remembered 
PAJLS. 
 

Reading Materials, PAJLS 7.  
 

Travel in Japanese Representational 
Culture, PAJLS 8. 
Literature and Literary Theory, PAJLS 9. 
 

Parody, PAJLS 10, 2009. 
 

Rethinking Gender in the Postgender 
Era, PAJLS 11. 
 

Western Washington U for 2014  
 

We have two hosts lined up: Western 
Washington University for 2014 and 
University of Illinois /Champaign-
Urbana for 2015. We are looking for 
people who will be willing to chair our 
2016 and later conferences.  
If you are interested in hosting our 
meeting, please contact Professor Ann 
Sherif at: ann.sherif@oberlin.edu. 
 

 

AJLS Membership Form 
 

 

Name:_________________________________________  
 
Mailing Address:  
_________________________________________________ 
 
City     State 
_________________________________________________ 
 
Coun-
try_____________________________________________ 
 
Zip ____________________________________________ 
 
Email:  
_________________________________________________ 
Institution:  
_________________________________________________ 
Status: 
 

(   ) Regular (    ) Student 
 

If you are a student, indicate which free copy 
you would like: 
 

(          ) 
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