Forum

. CASTE: A Global Journal on Social Exclusion
Brandeis | Vol. 1, No. 2, pp. 183186
brandeis.edu/j-caste October 2020

ISSN 2639-4928
DOI: 10.26812/caste.v1i2.224

Blackhole

Gaurav ). Pathania'

A blackhole;

An attraction fatale.

It swallows planets and stars;
Even light is dispelled in its dark.

Every morning thousands of men,

Armed with ropes and a staff,

Like space explorers, descend into the dark

Of a manhole more horrendous than the blackhole,

And emerge as news or reports:

‘More than 2000 people die cleaning manholes every year.’

For centuries, the pull of this blackhole of caste

Has slowed down the pace of our light of knowledge.

We’ve understood the universe and theories of relativity,

But have been unable to unravel the layout of our cities and streets
We’ve forgotten the blackholes underneath.

In the globalization race—villages and towns - rush towards cities
Filling its water channels, drains, gutters and sewers

With grease and filth, grime and slime.

Into this poisonous gas chamber infested with insects and parasites,
Wades a human body neck-deep in pitch black sludge

Amidst stink that could stub out life in a single breath.

Think, if you were to descend into this blackhole,

bare-footed, bare bodied;

All your purity, knowledge, vermillion and thread

would disintegrate in the blink of an eye.
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I asked a old man, scraping in a blackhole, searching for his future,
“Uncle, The world has reached the moon, why are you still down there?”
He answered “Son, life has become a moonless night in this hell,

When I look up from here, the moon seems like a manhole from here.”

Year after year, people from this manhole have gazed at the sky,

Waiting for a messiah who would pull them out of this abyss.

“Mahatmas have come and mahatmas have gone, but the untouchables have remained
as untouchables.”

The day these wise words of Dr. Ambedkar

Reaches to the men stuck in the blackhole

There will be a temblor, which in its wake will destroy

Your hollow claims of development, caste, lineage, holiness

and deal a massive blow to your education system, engineers and planners

Who, even in the 21* century, could not transform this manhole into a machine hole.

This poem was originally written in Hindi.
The author is grateful to his friend Akshay B. Singh and Dr. Meenu Bhaskar for the
English translation, and the reviewers for their comments.

Gaurav J. Pathania is a sociologist and teaches at the Department of Sociology in
Georgetown University, Washington DC. He authored his first book The University
as a Site of Resistance: Identity and Student Politics with Oxford University Press in
2018. Pathania is an anti-caste poet. The Poetry Society of India honoured him with
the national award in 2016-2017.
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