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Excerpt
Historical Change in the Spirit of Solidarity inRenga Meetings

Tsurusaki Hiroo
Tezukayama Gakuin University

In medieval Japan, there existed a number of warrior
solidarities (“ikki”), united through blood relations and/or shared
communities, Sharing the spirit of the ikki (lit., to share a moment
together), renga meetings became popular among warriors. The
meetings consisted of a group of participants (from 4 or 5 through
a dozen or so), who created, by turn, a hundred verses; such group

performances helped warriors further strengthen their spiritual
unity.
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Detailed records of several renga meetings are available. In
fifteenth and sixteenth centuries, the Hosokawa family annually
offered, as hereditary head of the Muromachi government, a set of
one thousand verses to Kitano Tenman Shrine in Kyoto. Their
meetings consisted of five groups ("za"), each of which produced
two sets of one hundred verses a day. A za assisted by a shogun
started with the shogun's verse, followed by a Hosokawa who
chaired the gathering. Sometimes, a shogun did not actually attend
the meeting; and fairly often, his verse was prewritten for by a
professional. Shogun's authority was thus ritualistically respected
and more obviously, the power of the Hosokawa was celebrated
(Titles of other za contained names of the lands the family
governed). By inviting a number of the family members and
retainers, the Hosokawa used this opportunity to solidify its unity.

One of Hosokawa's land holdings, Settsu, held its own renga
meetings. According to records, local leaders organized gatherings
in order to solidify their unity under the Hosokawa. The records
also show that important renga professionals such as S6gi, Sochd,
and Shohaku participated in some of these meetings in Osaka. The
records also show that the political power shift sharply reflected on
the shaping of participants of different renga performances.

Soboku wrote a travel diary that recorded his journey to the
East which went as far up as the Barrier at Shirakawa. According
to his book, his group frequently stopped at different lands and
were invited to renga meetings which local poets eagerly organized
with them. Lists of renga participants in different areas allow us to
see details of local power consituents at the time of Soboku's
journey, which took place in the mid-sixteenth century.

Miyoshi Nagayoshi was one of the powerful military leaders
of that politically unstable period. The records of renga meetings
he chaired indicate his ambition for territory expansion. Renga
poems consistently include place names he governed -- first in
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Settsu and later a more expansive areas including Yamashiro,
Yamato, Kawachi, etc.

In the early seventeenth century, Lord Maeda in Kaga
organized a large renga gathering of a ten thousand verse
collection, involving the participation over two hundred retainers.
This is one of the last well-organized renga meetings of the
medieval period.

In the Edo period, haikai renga became the main stream poetry
performance genre, with creative professional poets such as Basho
and Buson. Traditional renga was still performed by Tokugawa
shogun, Lord Date in Sendai as well as at different Shint6 shrines
and Buddhist temples. Their performances were, however,
ritualistic and no longer vividly creative,

[E.S.]





