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excerpt

“Ga and zoku viewed in the historical context of
shosetsu and monogatari”
Kigoshi Osamu (University of Kanazawa)

Today, Ueda Akinari is known as a great novelist who authored
Ugetsu monogatari and Harusame monogatari. This recognition
is, however, biased by the modern literary value system. An
examination of Akinari’s signatures to his works indicates that he
rather did not want to be recognized as a novelist. Following Edo
literature’s value hierarchy, he wanted to be identified as a master
poet. Thus, he signed his poetry-related writings with relatively
stable pen names like San’yokanjin, Muchd, etc., while to his
novels he used names different from his poet names (for instance,
he signed as Senshi kijin in Ugetsu monogatari). Additionally, he
always signed a different pen name for each of his novels.

The lack of authorship in the genre of narrative can also be
found even in Saikaku: Most of his novels remain unsigned. This
comes from the tradition of monogatari (most of the Heian
monogatari, including Genji monogatari, were unsigned). The
treatment of this genre contrasts with the genre of waka, which
established itself as a genre with an author’s signature (in this
regard, “yomihito shirazu” in Kokinshd expresses this genre’s
consciousness of authorship). Among narrative, setsuwa is, unlike
monogatari, a signed genre. This tradition of monogatari as an
unsigned genre reflects its low value in the literary hierarchy and
this tradition vividly survived from Heian through Edo.

Efforts to understand historical contexts of Edo literature in
its own terms (and not as an extension of our modemn value
hierarchy) may shed new light on the better understanding of its
studies.






