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Excempt

“Salaries of men of letters in Edo period”
Watanabe Kenji (Rikkyo University)

A variety of men of letters, who were hired by different local
lords, were the main sources in the formation of Edo literature. A
comparative study of their salaries will allow us to shed a new
light on complex conceptualization of “high literature” in Edo
period.

Among Confucian scholars, Yamaga Sok0 was paid
exceptionally highly (1000 goku) by the Ak clan, while most
Confucian scholars’ salaries range between 100 and 300 koku. In
Chosha, the top scholar family, Ogura, was paid a total of 77.5
koku. Shintoist scholars and waka/renga masters were generally
paid low. Hirata Atsutane was paid by the service of 15 men,
while Motoori Norinaga was only served by 10 men; his son was
later paid 25 koku. In Chosha, a renga master family, Abe, was
hired for 50 koku, while Shintoist scholar, Kondd Yoshiki, who
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was later in charge of Meiji Emperor’s education, was originally
hired by the Hagi clan for43 koku. The Date clan paid exceptionally
highly: Shintoist scholar, Inawashiro Kenho, was paid 500 koku
and the renga family, Ishii, was paid 280 koku. As for painters,
Choshii paid exceptionally well: its painter family, Unkoku,
received a total of more than 500 koku: this amount is double of
what the famous painter, Kano Tan’yl, who was hired by the
Tokugawa government, earned. Most painters were hired for about
10 koku.

Thus, on the one hand, there was quite a diversity according
to different clans. On the other hand, there was a general tendency
for Shintoist scholars and waka/renga masters to be paid less
than what Confucian scholars, Chinese poetry masters, and painters
were hired for. This indicates that Shintoist studies and traditional
Japanese poetry and narrative--often symbolized today by
Kokinsha and Genji monogatari--were not considered as high
literature by the literary institution at large in Edo period. Today’s
concept of ga, or high literature, is a product of a nationalistic
revalorization of traditional literature, together with
homogenization of national education, which have been massively
practiced from Meiji period on. A study of Edo literature from
our standpoint indicates that contrary to what we tend to believe,
the concept of ga during the Edo period and the notion understood
today display discontinuity rather than continuity and similarity.





