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In this paper, I will analyze the problem of visibility that significantly affects the
protagonist’s construction of agency in Mizumura Minae’s near-autobiographical
novel Shishosetsu from left to right, focusing specifically on the protagonist’s visual
paranoia that hinders her from constructing her agency through English.

The protagonist, Minae, expresses a strong sense of inferiority toward white
Americans, while at the same time exposes her internalized white worship
throughout the text. The novel presents race and language as an inextricably linked
problem. Minae’s obsession toward modern Japanese literature can be understood as
her way to make up for her injured pride as well as a desperate attempt to construct
her agency as a woman of color growing up in the United States.
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