
Back matter for 
 
 
Proceedings of the Association for Japanese 
Literary Studies 16 (2015): 277–280.  
 
 
 

 
 
PAJLS 16:  
Religion and Spirituality in Japanese Literature.  
Ed. Massimiliano Tomasi.  



List of Contributors 

Diego Cucinelli earned his PhD in Japanese Literature from Sapienza 
University in Rome. His research interests include Modem and Contemporary 
Japanese fiction, the yokaigaku (the "science of Japanese monsters"), and the 
production of Murakami Haruki. At present, he is lecturer of Japanese Language 
and Literature at Tuscia University in Italy. 

Hiromi Tsuchiya Dollase is Associate Professor of Japanese at Vassar College. 
She received her PhD from Purdue University in Comparative Literature. Her 
cmrent research interest is Japanese girls' magazines from the early twentieth 
century. Her recent publications include "Kawabata's Wa1iime Message in 
Beautiful Voyage," in Negotiating Censorship in Modern Japan (ed. Rachael 
Hutchinson, Routledge, 2013); "Shofujin (Little Women): Recreating Jo for the 
Girls of Meiji Japan," in Japanese Studies 30:2 (2010); and "Ribbons Undone: 
The Shojo Story Debates in Prewar Japan," in Girl Reading Girl in Japan (eds. 
Tomoko Aoyama and Barbara Hartley, Routledge, 2009). 

Lisette Gebhardt is Professor of Japanese Literature and Culture at Goethe
University in Frankfurt, Germany. Her research is on Japanese modem and 
contemporary literature with a focus on intellectual concepts of the modem self 
and discussions of Japanese identity. Recently she turned her interest to the 
Japanese discourse on Fukushima and Japanese apocalyptic literature. English 
versions of her current research are Literature and Art after "Fukushima. "Four 
Approaches (with Yuki Masami, 2014); and another co-edited volume titled The 
Impact of Disaster: Social and Cultural Approaches to Fukushima and 
Chernobyl (2015), containing papers of an international conference held at 
Goethe-University in March 2012. 

Ibara Miyoshi has an MA from Hosei University and is currently a PhD 
candidate at Josai International University. 

Motoi Katsumata has a Ph.D. from Kyiishu University. He is a Visiting 
Scholar at Harvard University Reischauer Institute of Japanese Studies and 
Associate Professor at Meisei University. Recent publications include Filial 
Piety in Rakugo and Kodan (NHK Books, 2013). 

Nicolette Lee is a Ph.D. student in the East Asian Languages and Cultures 
depaiiment at the University of Southern California. Her research interests 
include Buddhism, Japanese history, patiicularly during the early modern 
period, and representations of women in religion. 

277 



List of Contributors 

Yoshiko Matsuura is currently a part-time instructor at Hakuho College in 
Nara and Osaka Electro-Communication University in Neyagawa, Japan. Her 
dissertation is entitled "Behind the Mask: Rereading Tachihara Masaaki's 
Literary W arks from Postcolonial Perspectives." Her publications include "A 
Second-Generation Colonizer's First Love: A Rereading of Yuasa Katsue's 
Kannani." PAJLS Vol.8 (2007). 

Bonnie McClure earned her B.A. in music from Birmingham-Southern College 
and her M.A. in Japanese literature from the University of Washington, where 
she wrote her master's thesis on a cycle of Buddhist waka by Saigy6. She is now 
working on a Ph.D. at Aoyama Gakuin University, where she focuses on the 
poetics ofrenga and Shinkokinshu-era waka. 

Dylan McGee is Associate Professor of Japanese Studies in the Graduate 
School of Languages and Cultures, Nagoya University. His principal area of 
research is early modern Japanese literature and print culture with a focus on 
book circulation and literary reception. He is currently working on a book-length 
study of the Daiso lending library ofNagoya (1767-1899), the largest 
commercial lending librmy in Japan during the Edo peliod. 

Maeri Megumi received her Ph.D. from University of Texas at Austin (May 
2014). Her research interests include the relationship between religion, literature 
and national identity-how religion and literature shape one's national identity 
and vice versa. 

Miyasaka Satoru is the President of the International Society for Akutagawa 
Ryilnosuke Studies and The Japan Society for Literature and Christianity. He 
has written extensively on Akutagawa Ryilnosuke, Endo Shusaku, and on topics 
related to Christianity and Japanese literature. His publications include 
Sakuhinron Akutagawa Ryiinosuke (Sobunsha, 1990); Akutagmva Ryfinosuke 
zenslnl sosakuin (Iwanami Shoten, 1993); Akutagawa Ryiinosuke: hito to 
sakuhin (Kanrin Shob6, 1998); Akutagawa Ry1lnosuke salaihinron slnlsei 
(Kanrin Shob6, 1999) and Akutagm11a Ryiinosuke to kirishitan mono (Kanrin 
Shobo, 2014). 

Maryellen Toman Mori is an independent scholar and translator of Japanese 
literature who lives in northern California. She earned her Ph.D. at Harvard 
University with a thesis on Okamoto Kanoko. She has published essays on and 
translations of literature by a variety of Japanese authors. 

278 



List of Contributors 

Yuko Ogawa is a Ph.D. student in the School of Languages and Cultures at 
Purdue University. She earned a Master's degree with research on spiritual 
recovery in the works of Yoshimoto Banana. 

Pau Pitarch Fernandez (Ph.D. Columbia) is an Assistant Professor of Japanese 
at Queens College (City University of New York). He is cunently working on a 
book manuscript that explores how the motif of the "mad genius" became 
pivotal to the formation of the literary field in modern Japan. 

Jennifer Scott received her Ph.D. from the University of Tasmania in 2002 with 
a thesis titled "Furui Yoshikichi: Liminality in the late Twentieth Century." In 
addition to the work ofFurui, her research interests include Hansen's disease 
literature, other contemporary authors such as Katayama Kyoichi and Harada 
Maha, and tourism and regional revitalization in Japan. She cunently teaches 
English writing skills and Australian Studies at Shujitsu University in Okayama, 
Japan. She is also a member of an amateur kyogen group in Okayama. 

Eiji Sekine is an associate professor of Japanese at Purdue University. He is a 
cofounder of the Association for Japanese Literary Studies and cunently serves 
as its Secretary/Editor. He is the author of Tasha no shokyo: Yoshiyuki 
Junnosuke to kindai bungaku (Erasing the other: Yoshiyuki Junnosuke and 
modern literature, Keis6shob6, 1993); and editor/author of Uta no hibiki, 
monogatari no yokubO (Echo of poems, desire for narrative, Shinwasha, 1996). 
His publications in English and Japanese include essays on a variety of works by 
modern and premodern authors such as Ihara Saikaku, Tamenaga Shunsui, 
Edogawa Rampo, Nakahara Chuya, Yasuoka Sh6tar6, Abe Akia, and many 
others. 

Massimiliano Tomasi (PhD Nagoya University) is Professor of Japanese and 
Director of the Center for East Asian Studies at Western Washington University. 
His publications include Rhetoric in Modern Japan: Western Influences on the 
Development of Narrative and Oratorical Style (University of Hawaii Press, 
2004); and The Litermy The01J1 ofShimamura Hogetsu (1871-1918) and the 
Development of Feminist Discourse in Modern Japan (Mellen, 2008). He is 
currently completing a book manuscript on the influence of Christianity in 
modern Japanese literature. 

Yoshihiro Yasuhara is Associate Teaching Professor of Japanese Studies at 
Carnegie Mellon University. His Ph.D. (Comparative Literature) is from 
Pennsylvania State University. His research includes modern Japanese literature, 
Japanese film, Cultural Studies, and Literary Theory. 

279 



List of Contributors 

Y ongfei Yi is a PhD candidate in modern Japanese literature at The Ohio State 
University. Her primary research interest is modern Japanese literature and 
culture, especially in the postwar period. She is cunently developing a 
dissertation on Takeda Taijun and postwar literary exchanges between Japan and 
China. She is also interested in Japanese colonial literature, translation theory, 
and Japanese films and TV dramas. 

280 




