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ABSTRACT

Hisao Juiran’s novels contain almost without fail movement through
time and space and wanderings in foreign lands or foreign cultural spheres.
This paper examines the border-crossing, adventures, and sightseeing of
three girl protagonists in his novels: Nonsharan dochiki (A Book of
Nonchalant Travels, 1934), Kyarako-san (Miss Calico, 1939) and Daikon
(Giant Radish, 1947-8). The comic travels in France of Tanu (‘raccoon’)
and her partner Konkichi (‘fox’) represent the ‘nonsense’ genre and the
modernism of the pre-war period. Miss Calico (nicknamed so because she
wears calico rather than silk underwear) is the daughter of an army officer
and courageously confronts all sorts of difficulties: the setting, seemingly,
is Japan at war. After the defeat, on the other hand, Daikon rushes about in
an effort to save ‘that person’ (the Emperor) and the nation from
extinction. While they thus reflect their respective periods, these three
works at the same time contain elements that transgress and transcend
their epoch. By ‘rubbing’ (Culler) these texts against various other texts, |
will show how these girls are completely liberated from prejudices and
inferiority complexes regarding differences in language, sex, gender,
physical features, and class.



