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FOREWORD

The fifteenth annual meeting of the Association for Japanese
Literary Studies (AJLS) was held on July 1-2, 2006, at the Kioicho
campus of Josai International University. The conference featured the
theme of travel in Japanese literature and representational culture as a
whole. From traditional religious pilgrimage to modern leisure-oriented
tourism, travel has impacted people’s lives on various levels from ancient
days to the present. With drastic technological changes, the notion of
travel today expands itself both in terms of space and time: we can travel
to space, travel the micro-cosmos of our own body, and even take trips
into the future. What can and should we discuss about the current
expansion of the notion of travel in relationship to its representational
tradition?

Under the general title of “Travel in Japanese Representational
Culture: Its Past, Present, and Future,” we solicited in our call for papers
various discussions exploring, in particular, the following key issues: 1)
Traveler’s Expressive Selfhood, including such topics as “gender and
travel,” “oral narrative tradition and travel,” and “poetic tradition
utamakura, and travel”; 2) Traveler’s Search for Inner Self, including
topics such as “traditional religious journeys,” “modern travel in coming-
of-age novels with the pursuit of a true self,” and “travel in utopian
literature, fantastic literature, and children’s literature”; 3) Traveler’s
Experiences of Otherness, including topics like “traditional travel writing
in relationship with literary scholar Orikuchi Shinobu’s concepts of
kishu ryari (noble-in-exile) and marebito (visitor from the other world),”
“expression of borders between past and present, between city and
country, between home and abroad,” and “modern approaches to foreign
cultures and discovery of a traveler’s own cultural identity”; and 4)
Travel in Contemporary Media and Tourism Culture.

We selected a total of fifty-nine panelists, who presented their papers
from dynamically diverse and refreshingly thought-provoking
standpoints. In addition, we had three invited speakers, whose special
addresses offered the conference attendees further understanding of
Japanese travel literature and culture. We appreciate greatly Mr. Komatsu
Sakyd’s participation. His keynote address on the pleasure of traveling
and travel literature was the highlight of our conference, attracting over
120 people. Another keynote address by Professor Yoshiaki Shimizu of
Princeton University was a heart-warming and intellectually stimulating
account of his personal journey to the States from Japan and his
discovery of Japanese and Asian art, together with episodes of what he

PAJLS, Volume 8 (2007)



has learned from teaching art history. The major address provided by
Professor Herbert Plutschow of Josai International University shed light
on the newness of Edo travel writing; indeed, he depicted a clear shift
from the classical utamakura-based intertextual approach to travel to a
more modern, descriptive, and tourism-oriented discovery of new
sceneries.

This conference was very well attended, informative, and
stimulating, with lively interactions between panelists and audience
members. We were happy to celebrate with AJLS members the success
of the association’s first international meeting held outside the United
States. Our special thanks goes to the Toshiba International Foundation,
who supported the conference as well as this proceedings publication. |
would also like to personally thank Professor Miki Sumito, the
conference organizer, and his faculty administrators (Professors Kawano
Yuka, Okada Miyako, and David Luan), together with a number of
faculty and staff members of Josai University Corporation, who prepared
for the conference. Their meticulous organization and warm hospitality
were highly appreciated by all attending members.

Mizuta Noriko
The 2006 AJLS Conference Chair
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